184 standing grain. There was a great deal of sickness and
a typhus epidemic that was to assume huge proportions
shortly. There were six codes of law, often contradictory.
There were four currencies in circulation, their value low
and uncertain. Public and private finances were in dis-
tress.
The desolation was frightful. Villages and towns
were in ruins. Railroads ran only where they served
the needs of armies. Everything had to be created, be-
ginning at the very bottom.
Politically the situation was as terrible. The people,
separated into three parts for more than a century,
were separated mentally; they were divided into so many
parties that there was no coherence. Austrian Poland
had to be united with Russian Poland; by the end of
December German Poland also. The different branches
of administration had to be improvised. Radical propa-
ganda of every sort was rife. The Communists were ac-
tive, agitating among the unemployed, hoping to create
a revolution as in Russia. The country was in a state of
ferment. Everything was uncertain and anything might
happen.
The end of the war and the collapse of three great
empires—nations once strong enough to partition Poland
—had spread chaos over eastern Europe. On the east
and on the west of the reborn state were storms; Ger-
many, defeated, was in process of revolution; the Bolshe-
vists were in the saddle in Russia. The Ukrainians had
declared themselves a republic and held Lwow, where
fighting was going on. Lithuania, with Germany's en-
couragement, had taken an anti-Polish direction. The
Regency Council had surrendered a task of uncertainties
and difficulties. The new Chief of State saw little to aid
him in Ms one great problem, the salvation of the country.
It was a threatening situation, but it was saved by
Pilsudski who was indeed the "man of the hour.'" In-
stinctively the whole nation looked to Mm to deal with

